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THE LIFE OF A PROPHET 
Session One 

JESUS GAVE GIFTS TO MEN (Ephesians 4:11-15) 

So, Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works 
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching 
and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow 
to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ 

THE PURPOSE OF THE PROPHETIC GIFT 
o To Strengthen and empower the church to fulfill Christ’ mandate.
o To equip the body of Christ for the works of service.
o To build up the body until we reach unity and agreement in the faith.

WHAT IS A PROPHET? 
A prophet is the revelatory voice of God in the earth. The Holy Spirit uses them to speak directly to God's people. 
Another word is “Oracle” 

And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him 
in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. (Numbers 12:6-8, KJV) 

Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets. (Amos 3:7, NIV) 

If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which 
God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion 

forever and ever. (1 Peter 4:11) 

PROPHETIC FUNCTION: OLD TESTAMENT VS. NEW TESTAMENT 

Some specific elements govern the New Testament prophet because, with the advent of the Holy 

Spirit, every believer has access to divine direction and information. When a New Testament prophet 

prophesies, may times they are corroborating what God has already spoken to a person. The words 

THE WORD PROPHET COMES FROM THE GREEK WORD 
PROPHETES WHICH MEANS; 

A PROPHET, INTERPRETER OR FORTH-TELLER OF THE 
DIVINE WILL OF GOD 
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tend to be confirmation more than information. In the Old Testament, the prophets governed the nation 

and the people by the written law. Their primary responsibility was to announce warnings and 

judgments at the command of the Lord. 

THE TOP TWO WAYS THAT CAN CONFIRM YOU ARE A PROPHET 

A. The Holy Spirit tells you. God is not going to give you a gift and not tell you; He wants you to
be fully informed about who you are.

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. – (1 John 2:20) 

B. The prophetic gift is a generational endowment.  Prophets are connected by bloodline,
therefore if you see the gift on any of your family members, that can be a good indication that 
you may have the gift as well.  My mother was very prophetic, and my siblings were as well.  I 
now see the gift on my children and grandchildren.  The scriptures confirm that Moses, Miriam 
and Aaron were siblings and prophets.

The husband of Levi’s daughter Jochebed, who was born in Egypt. Amram and Jochebed’s 
three children were Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. - (Numbers 26:59) 

There has never again been a prophet in Israel like Moses. The Lord spoke face to face with 
him. - (Deuteronomy 34:10) 

Miriam the sister of Aaron was a prophet. - (Exodus 15:20) 

Key Points 

o The only way people could hear God in the Old Testament 
was through a prophet because they did not have the 
Holy Spirit indwelling them.

o New Testament prophets serve as confirmation more than 
information. There primary function is to edify, exhort and 
encourage (I Corinthians 14:3)

o Old Testament prophets answered only to God and 
appeared when God had a message to deliver to His 
people.

o New Testament prophets are part of the leadersh ip 
structure of the church.
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The Lord said: I am going to let your brother Aaron speak for you. He will tell your message to 
the king, just as a prophet speaks my message to the people. - (Exodus 7:1) 

JESUS - OUR PROPHETIC EXAMPLE 

Jesus is our primary example how a prophet is supposed to function within the society they live in.  
He had distinct characteristics that will help us manage our prophetic assignment. 

1. Jesus was meek.  Meekness means to operate under restrained power, to be pliable and moldable.
To have the ability to be pressed permanently out of shape without breaking or cracking. Matthew 
11:29 says, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.” This is why He was able to do the will of the father because He came in 
agreement with God’s will. In His weakness He was responsive to the Father and did not react to 
the needs of the people.

Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do 
only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. (John 5:19) 

2. Jesus was a governmental leader, High Priest and a Healer. He was VERY busy, but He always
set apart time for prayer. He did not pray on the run, there were devoted times for Him to spend
with His father.

But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. - (Luke 5:16) 

3. Jesus chose his words wisely. He wasn’t reckless with his speech. He understood the weight and
authority His words held.

For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 
- (John 12:49)

4. Jesus understood His authority over demons and devils.

Then Jesus spoke to the demon within the man and said, “Come out, you evil spirit.” It gave a terrible scream,
shrieking, “What are you going to do to me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? For God’s sake, don’t torture me!” 

(Mark 7:5-8) 

5. Jesus loved people!  He had a burden for the sick and those under demonic oppression.

When He saw the crowds, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd - (Mark 9:36)

JESUS OPERATED IN THE REALM OF 
QUALITY MINISTRY
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CHINKS IN YOUR ARMOUR 
Session Two 

The following topics are areas where Prophets have to be careful to manage during their prophetic 
assignment.  These chinks in a prophet’s mantle can cause significant damage to the Body of Christ. 

1. CRITICAL AND HARSH SPIRIT
o We see things in black and white which leaves no room for error.
o We have very high standards and expect immediate results.
o We can become very judgmental because we value righteousness and hate sin.

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with hearts of compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive any complaint you may have 

against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues 
put on love, which is the bond of perfect unity.… 

Colossians 3:12-14 

2. FRUSTRATION
o We expect immediate results.
o We expect for people to be eager to receive our words.
o We can allow frustration to open the door to bitterness.

In dealing with frustration you have to give people time to digest and wrap their hearts 
and spirits around the word delivered.  We must also allow the Holy Spirit time to confirm to the 
person the accuracy of the word.  I tell people never to step out on a word that has not 
been confirmed by the Holy Spirit. 

3. MASTER REJECTION
o Jesus was hated and rejected His entire ministry.
o Jesus warned us that we would be ostracized. In Luke 6:26 says, “Woe to you when

everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.”
o For most prophet’s rejection starts in childhood and can be very crippling and

debilitating that is why it is important to get professional help, if you need it.

A PROPHET MUST MASTER 
THEIR LOVE WALK 

“God is more concerned about the purity of 
his Prophets than the accuracy of their 

prophecies: He values the men and women 
themselves and their motives as much as 

their message and ministry.”  

Dr. Bill Hamon 
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4. PRIDE
o We can lead lives that are extremely righteous. We can also easily take on the spirit of the 

Pharisees, who felt good, because they could see the sins of other people.
o We can become prideful to counteract feelings of isolation and rejection.

5. REBELLION
o Pride can oftentimes lead to rebellion. Rebellion is terribly crippling for a prophet. It 

is the moral equivalent of witchcraft (1 Sam 15:23).
o A prophet has to be very careful in a church setting because if you feel like you are 

being overlooked it is very easy to become resentful and rebellious towards 
leadership.  Ask the Holy Spirit why He sent you there before you start drawing your 
own conclusions.

6. IRRITABILITY/AGITATION
o We can be extremely edgy. Mainly because we are empathic which means we pick up 

in the spirit what is going on with other people.
o The key to dealing with this “chink in your armour”  is learning to discern if what your 

feeling is you or someone else.
o We can be easily irritated. I believe one reason is lack of sleep. My spirit is interrupted 

several times a night with prophetic downloads and dreams.

7. LONELINESS
o Deep rooted loneliness usually stems from childhood. As discussed, rejection starts 

very early in the life of a prophetic child.  It is the state of not feeling loved or valued.
o Loneliness, untreated, can open the door to depression, suicide and crippling 

isolation.

8. EMOTIONAL INSTABILITY (Prophets Experience a lot of trauma)
o Your mental health, as a prophet, is so important because prophets can be extremely 

susceptible to mental illness.
o Learning to manage your emotions will be a lifetime discipline, if you want to be 

effective in the Kingdom of God.
o Mismanaged emotions can segue way into mental disorders like Schizophrenia, Bi-

polar disorders, Major depressive disorders, and Dis-associative identity disorders
(multiple personalities).

o Setting healthy boundaries is one of the keys to developing and managing a healthy 
mental disposition.

9. SEXUAL IMMORALITY
o This is not a topic that is often talked about in relationship to a prophet but engaging 

in sexual immorality can create negative soul-ties, inordinate affections, and can 
diminish the credibility of a prophet.

o Again, because of the amount of rejection and loneliness prophets have to manage 
and endure this can be their only relief.
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o A single prophet has to be intentional about creating intimate relationships with
others of the same sex because it is easy to isolate yourself.

o Married prophets have to guard themselves from pornography and illicit sexual
activity that does not involve their spouse.

Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever sins 
sexually, sins against their own body. - I Corinthians 6:18 

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires and greed, which is idolatry. - Colossians 3:5 
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WHAT IS A MANTLE? 
Session Three 

WHAT IS A MANTLE? 
A mantle was a cloak or garment that was worn by Priests, Kings and Prophets. This garment 
distinguished them from the common people and verified their service. In the Old Testament the 
garment or mantle was physical. It was transferred by a physical release from the previous keeper. In 
the New Testament the mantle is spiritual and is transferred by the laying on of hands. 

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES 

2 Kings 2:13 - He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and 
stood by the bank of the Jordan. 

1 Samuel 2:19 - Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up 
with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 

Matthew 3: 4 - John's clothes were made of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. 
His food was locusts and wild honey. 

WHAT IS IN YOUR MANTLE? 

o Assignment - A specific task or focus.
o Jurisdiction - A defined field of legal authority.
o Discipline - The ability to obey rules, laws and regulations in order to be affective in their

assignment.
o Supernatural authority - The spiritual anointing required to complete your assignment.

ADDARETH – Glory 

a. Cloak glory, splendor, magnificence
b. mantle, cloak made of fur or fine material

Strong's Number:0155) 

prophet's garment
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THE ANATOMY OF A MANTLE 
Session Four 

UNDERSTANDING THE MANTLE 

1. YOU ARE BORN A PROPHET BUT YOUR MANTLE IS A SUBSEQUENT
EVENT - We see in the life of Samuel his mother made a cloak/mantle for him every year.
This distinguished him from the other children.

Moreover, his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by year when she came up with
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. (I Samuel 2:19)

2. A PROPHET MUST RESEMBLE GOD - The prophet must resemble God. My
responsibility is to become invisible.

Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? – John 14:9 

…He must increase, but I must decrease. (John 3:30) 

3. THE MANTLE PROTECTS YOU AND YOUR ASSIGNMENT
King Ahab went from country to country looking for Elijah and made the rulers swear they
had not seen him.  When Obadiah encountered Elijah, Elijah told him “Tell King Ahab I am
here.”  But Obadiah refused because God would translate Elijah from place to place for his
protection.

And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from you, that the Spirit of the LORD will carry 
you to a place I do not know; so when I go and tell Ahab, and he cannot find you, he will kill me – 

(I Kings 18:12) 

4. GOD ALONE IS THE KEEPER OF THE MANTLE
Mantles do not leave the earth. God alone is the keeper of the mantle.  We see in scripture
where Elijah’s mantle was transferred to Elisha and John the Baptist came in the spirit and
power of Elijah (Luke 1:17).  We should make sure our mantle is in good repair so the next
prophet can start where we left off rather than have to manage an incomplete assignment.

Under every mantle is brokenness not woundedness. If 
you don’t allow God to break you, you will mishandle 
your anointing and do more harm than you will good  

 Robert Henderson 
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5. THE MANTLE IS SACRIFICIAL
We see in the life of Elisha that he left his livelihood and his parents to follow Elijah. There 
is no indication in scripture that Elisha ever saw his parents again or even get married and 
had his own family.

So, Elijah departed and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve teams of oxen, 
and he was with the twelfth team. Elijah passed by him and threw his cloak around him. 

 So, Elisha left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Please let me kiss my father 
and mother goodbye, and then I will follow you – (Kings 19-20) 

6. JURISDICTIONAL ASSIGNMENT
You are assigned to a jurisdiction which is a sphere of influence. It can be geographical or 
situational. Prophets can work in every sphere of society.  They are not just relegated to the 
church. Imagine the power of a prophetic surgeon, teacher or politician.

IN EVERY PROPHETS MANTLE 

1. REFORMATION
Prophets have a burden to change the society they live in. They target socioeconomic issues. 
Jesus was the greatest reformer of all time.  He came to abolish the present regime and bring 
a Kingdom.  

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” - (Matthew 28:18-20) 

2. MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR
I was walking on the campus of a church that I was attending, and I heard the Holy Spirit 
say, “You have the ministry of the interior.”  I immediately knew that it was my assignment 
to be a set intercessor for this church, the pastor and his family.  Although, I no longer 
attend this particular body I still pray for the pastor and his family at times.  Sometimes you are 
only sent places to influence the atmosphere and shift the religious climate so people can 
have an encounter with the Holy Spirit. 

We see this in the life of Anna, the prophetess; 
…And there was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
very old, having lived with her husband seven years from her maidenhood, And as a widow even for 
eighty-four years. She did not go out from the temple [a]enclosure, but was worshiping night and day 

with fasting and prayer. – (Luke 2:36-38) 

3. DRIVE THE NATION TO REPENTANCE/REVIVALIST
Buried in the mantle of the prophet is a deep need to see God’s people be revived and walk 
in righteousness.  I think it is because we have a burden for and understand how much God 
wants to care for His people, they just need to be in the right position.  We also cringe at the 
sight of injustice and have a desire to see social-economic equality. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DLuke%2B2%253A36-38%26version%3DAMPC%23fen-AMPC-25009a&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf2612374ccb6400e82c608d7a6877607%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637160973039936833&sdata=hJeloRDGBn%2BJ5aJUyeq75LuLSfWwtEHZ3OAXjPAdRvc%3D&reserved=0
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The prophet Joel was the one crying in the wilderness during his tenure. He was incensed by 
the people’s religious rhetoric and false spiritual activity. In Joel 2:12-13 He cries out as the 
oracle of God, 

“Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning.”  So, rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious 

and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 

4. HEALERS
Many prophets are healing agents not just for God’s people but for the land.  In 2 Kings 19-
21 we see Elijah heal the waters. 

Then the men of the city said to Elisha, “Please notice, the situation of this city is pleasant, 
as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the ground barren.” And he said, 

“Bring me a new bowl and put salt in it.” So, they brought it to him.  Then he went out to the 
source of the water, and cast in the salt there, and said, “Thus says the LORD: 
‘I have healed this water; from it there shall be no more death or barrenness.’” 

I am a healer of people. My jurisdiction is grief, loss, trauma and bitterness. It has 
taken me many years to get a clear understanding of my assignment. But a word of caution is 
if you are like me you are going to have to establish clear-cut boundaries and know how to 
say “NO.” There were times where Jesus had to pull back from the crowd and replenish 
Himself by spending time with the Father. It is imperative that you are able to distinguish 
between projects and assignments. Everyone is not for you to fix. Luke 5:15-16 says, 

However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great 
multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities. 

So, He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. 

5. COUNTERACT THE EFFECTS OF RELIGION
Jesus was an interruption to the current regime.  The Sadducees and the Pharisees were incensed
by His presence, discourse and social behavior.  He came to free the people from a crippling
religious and governmental structure that was burying them alive.  Jesus’ target market was the
marginalized and ostracized, the wounded sick, lame and broken; which had no place in the
society of Jesus’ day.

In the synagogue as Jesus was expounding on Luke 4:17-19, the people were enthralled and 
amazed at his execution but later they became incensed and angry at his claims. Luke 4:28-29 
says, 

So, all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, and rose up and 
thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was 

built, that they might throw Him down over the cliff. 

Don Stewart wrote from Blueletterbible.org wrote, the following reasons that the current regime 
was intimidated by Jesus’ Kingdom position. 



MANAGING YOUR MANTLE 

11 | P a g e

o Jesus’ claims outweighed their authority.
o The deeds that He did.
o His threat to their religious system.
o His threat to their way of life.
o The people with whom He socialized.
o The lack of respect He had for their religious traditions.

These six things caused outraged among the religious rulers. Consequently, they wanted to 
see Jesus dead. 

You can access the entire article at the link below: 

Don Stewart: Why Did the Religious Leaders Want to Kill Jesus? 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_248.cfm



